
YOMNEWS
C H E S H V A N  5 7 8 5   F A L L  2 0 2 4  

CHESED -  THE INTRO AND THE END GAME

 that B’nei Yisroel will mention both him and his children אברהם told ה’ that מדרש brings the רש”י
in shemoneh esrei- יעקב ואלקי  יצחק,  אלקי  אברהם,   ,אברהם reassured ה‘ ,But don’t worry .אלקי 
because בך חותמין, they will finish off the ברכה just mentioning your name, מגן אברהם.

The מדרש raises two questions. (1) Why was it important to include the other אבות in the ברכה 
if we anyway finish off with (2) ?אברהם Was אברהם jealous of his children that they were also 
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A Message From Our Rosh HaYeshiva

What do you do with a winning formula that has already produced a decade of committed, 
inspired Bnei Torah? At YOM, you constantly make it even better! This year, we are thinking 
out of the box to expand our programs and take existing learning to new heights.
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mentioned and wanted to be singled 
out בך חותמין?  

The מידה of אברהם was חסד. If you 
have חסד alone without the מידות 
of יצחק and עבודה  תורה and יעקב, 
respectively, that חסד wouldn’t be 
a healthy חסד. It would be solely 
dependent on your feelings and not 
the חסד ה’.   must be based on רצון 
ה‘  to תורה and dictated by the עבודת 

make sure you are doing something real and meaningful. 
So, אברהם requested that he shouldn’t be mentioned alone 

because חסד must be תורה-sanctioned חסד. But it was also 
important that בך חותמין, that the end game is חסד. All the 
 חסד are lacking if they do not lead to תורה and all the עבודה
and treating others properly.

Look in this latest newsletter to see all we are doing in ישיבה 
this זמן to make sure our בחורים’s hard work in תורה and 
leads to them becoming עבודה חסד  ישראל and בעלי   ,אוהבי 
true children of אברהם אבינו.Rabbi Shlomo Kutoff, 
RO S H  H AY ES H I VA  /  D EA N

Thinkingy o m  b o c h u r i m  m a k e  B I G  p l a n s .

T h e y  d r e a m  G I A N T  d r e a m s .

T h e y  a c c o m p l i s h  H U G E  g o a l s .

PLEASE, THINK BIG WITH US! 
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ALUMNI, THIS ONE’S FOR YOU. 
You asked for more connection to the yeshiva, 
and we heard you loud and clear. Watch out 
for more info about our new alumni week-
ly video message, coming via email and 
WhatsApp!

TWICE AS
In honor of Rosh Hashanah, Rabbi Kutoff offered a double Mesikus 
HaTorah incentive: Boys could earn $2 per blatt or shakla v’tarya recit-
ed. The results were incredible! You can’t put a number value on limud 
HaTorah, but we think you’ll shep nachas from our boys’ accomplish-
ments over Rosh Hashanah and Shabbos Shuva.

ADDRESSING OUR ALUMNI

•	 After maariv each night, 11th and 12th grad-
ers learn from the book Positive Word Power 
with 9th and 10th graders. The learning itself 
is a bein adam l’chaveiro motivator, and the 
connection between grades makes it even 
more powerful.

•	 On Sunday afternoons, the boys study bein 
adam l’chaveiro sugyas (topics) in greater 
depth, followed by a shiur from Rabbi Kutoff 
on practical bein adam l’chaveiro scenarios. 

•	 Rabbi Michoel Atias of Kollel Lomdei Torah 
of Minneapolis is our new 9th-grade mash-
giach.  He’s with the bochurim in the dorm 
for a few hours each night, available to guide 
and coach them. He gives them warmth, a 
sense of security, and the tools to navigate 
dorm life.
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Meir Belen

Simcha Bookman

Noam Chodos

Hillel Deitel

Moishy Friedman

Dovid Godfrey

Max Greenberg

Tzvi Greengart

Meshulam Hermelin

Yitzchak Kamins
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Ezra Lebovics

Nesanel Leizerson

Yehuda Zev Markowitz

Shmueli Ozeri

Yosef Scheinberg

Shabsi Weinberg

Zev Weinberg

Tzvi Winkler

Naftali Klein

David Saka

Dovi Polter

Yehuda Freedman
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WELCOME!
Let’s give a warm YOM welcome to our incoming freshmen and new upperclassmen.

 We're so glad you're part of the YOM family.
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ACCOMPLISHMENT

Raising 
OUR 
RELATIONSHIPS
Especially in a dorm, there’s always room to fine-tune 
bein adam l’chaveiro (interpersonal) awareness. Our new 
initiatives address the topic from multiple angles. We 
empower the boys to work on their middos while im-
proving their environment to help them resolve interper-
sonal challenges.

Our morning kollel is an incredible 
“for-the-boys, by-the-boys” pro-
gram. 40-50 bochurim voluntarily 
get up early to learn 15-20 minutes 
before Shacharis. Our 
12th graders orga-
nize and run the 
learning.  

The new “Mesikus HaTorah” (“sweetness of Torah”) program inspires 
the boys to take advantage of every minute, every day. Even off-time 
can be an opportunity for growth! For every blatt (page) of Gemara 
they learn from Friday through Motzai Shabbos, they earn $1. They can 
review the blatt up to ten times, at $1 each time. If they 
recite the shakla v’tarya (give and take of the 
Gemara) by heart, they earn an additional 
$1, again up to ten times. 

UPGRADING OUR LEARNING
Learning is the lifeblood of our yeshiva! Here’s how we encourage the bochurim to set bigger 

goals, challenge themselves, and maximize their time.


